CLUB POLICY - PLAYING OUT OF GRADE
There has been a directive from the local federation to stop the escalation of players playing out of their age grade. We as a club support this stand and as from next year will only allow this to happen under the following circumstances.

COMPETITIVE GRADES [I.E. Black or Gold leagues] [ 9th –14th Grades ][including 8th graders wanting to play up].
[1] If the player is both physically and mentally able to play at the higher age group level
[2] If the player will benefit in his development as a footballer by playing in the higher age group level
[3] If the player will stagnate in his development as a footballer by staying in his correct age group level
[4] If the Director of coaching at the club and the Football committee ratifies the move.

There are two camps out there that promote different sides of the issue.

 One side of the argument is that by playing up a grade it extends the boundaries, becomes more competitive for that player and therefore will improve his game.

The other side is that a gifted player has more chance to express his ability and to try things in situations with less pressure therefore developing his game. 

There is discussion at this time on introducing a club policy, where if a player is picked as good enough to play up a grade then he/she is only eligible for representative recognition in the same, [i.e. higher grade]
This policy is to prevent players using higher grades as “preparation” for rep trials.

SOCIAL LEAGUES
Where possible each player will play in his allocated age group but leeway will be given under certain circumstances. Some of which are listed below.

[1] To even out team numbers, to ensure all teams have adequate numbers for all to enjoy their football

[2] To help were possible if circumstances [e.g. transportation  or other issues] dictate the need for players to play in the same teams.

[3] The social leagues will be managed by the football committee who will make its judgement with the aim of helping the individuals but for the good of the club as a whole. 
If you have any comments or suggestions on the above please email to – manager@rovers.net.nz
Yours in Football
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